N

© 00 N O Ol bW

10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

2912-S2 AMS HSC S5568. 1
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By Commttee on Human Services & Corrections

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that designated
mental health professionals go out into the community to evaluate
peopl e for potential detention under the state's involuntary treatnent
act. Also, other nental health professionals do crisis outreach work
in communities throughout Washington state. The presence of a second
mental health professional on outreach to a person's private hone or
other private location wll enhance safety, wll provide for a second
mental health expert to help evaluate the person's needs, and wl
advance the legislature's interest in quality nental health care
servi ces.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 71.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) If a designated nental health professional or other nenta
health crisis outreach worker visits a client in the client's private
home or in any other nonpublic setting, he or she shall be acconpanied
by another nental health worker who has received training under section
5 of this act.

(2) Exceptions may be made to the provisions of subsection (1) of
this section only under the follow ng circunstances:

(a) A conprehensive phone screeni ng and docunented assessnent was
conducted by the assigned designated nental health professional;

(b) The deci sion was evi dence-based and docunented in witing and
not due to lack of staffing or time constraints; and

(c) The docunented evidence includes both «clinical and
envi ronnent al assessnents which have been approved by the assigned
desi gnated nental health professional's supervisor. The environnental
assessnment shall include reasonable belief that there wll be a
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conpetent person present in the hone during the honme visit and there
wll be no weapons in the honme. The clinical assessnent shall include
the follow ng information regardi ng the person being assessed: Current
mental status, any history of violent behavior, any prior diagnosis,
and any suicide assessnents. If this information is not available
subsection (1) of this chapter may not be wai ved.

(3) Docunentation regarding individuals who are assessed nust be
retained by the agency in the client's file and nade available to
desi gnated nental health professionals for review

(4) There shall be no retaliation against a worker who refuses to
go on a hone visit al one.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 71.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The enpl oyer shall ensure that any nental health professional who
engages in honme visits to clients is equipped with an effective
ener gency conmmuni cati on devi ce.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 71.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Any nental health professional that is dispatched on a crisis
outreach visit shall have pronpt access to existing case files, if any
exist, on the client they are being sent to eval uate.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 71.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Annual Iy, all comunity nmental health enpl oyees who work directly
with clients shall be provided with training on safety and viol ence
preventi on. The curriculum for the training shall be devel oped
col | aboratively anobng the department of social and health services,
contracted nmental health providers, and enployee organizations that
represent community nental health workers.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act shall be known as the Marty Smth

Law.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. If specific funding for the purposes of this
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act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2006, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
void."

2SHB 2912 - S COW AMD
By Commttee on Human Services & Corrections

On page 1, line 1 of the title, after "professionals;" strike the
remai nder of the title and insert "addi ng new sections to chapter 71.05
RCW and creating new sections.”

~-- END ---
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